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Hungarian Vizsla

The Origin:

It is reputedly of ancient origin. Legend has it that it descended from the hunting dogs of the migrating Magyars in the ninth century. During the Turkish occupation,  which lasted 150 years these dogs were freely bred with the Yellow Turkish dogs. In the sixteenth century the name ‘Vizsla’ seems to have been in common usage. In the 18th and 19th century the dog became the Vizsla we know and see today.

In the 1920’s when so much of Hungary’s territory was occupied  a dedicated  group of  diehards formed a group to help and save the breed from extinction and in 1924 with the help of Count Laszlo Esterhazy, Dr Kalman Polgar, Captain Baba and others founded the Oriszagos Vizsla Club

After two World Wars and the Russian Occupation it is claimed that 90% of Vizslas were destroyed. Many Hungarians fled the country, taking their treasured dogs with them and in doing so the breed became established in Europe and further afield.  

Brief Description:

The Vizsla is a sleek, muscular, medium-sized hunting dog with a beautiful rusty-gold colored short coat. The front legs are straight. The head is lean, chiselled and aristocratic, with a long tapering muzzle. The muzzle is neither pointed like a Dachshund nor square like an English Pointer. The slightly domed skull is broad between the ears and has a line up the middle of the forehead. The round-tipped ears are pendant and rather long. The neck is muscular, without dewlap. Its musculature is well developed over the entire body. The tail is docked to 2/3 its original length. The eye colour blends in with the coat colour and the nose is brown. It has a developed jaw, porcelain-white teeth and a distinguished, robust, elastic gait. The hair is short, abundant, and tight to the whole body. The coat can be solid golden rust in different shadings. In some standards, solid dark mahogany red and pale yellow are faulty, and any noticeable area of black in the coat is a serious fault. 
Temperament:

Loving, demonstrative and gentle, the Vizsla is somewhat wilful and distractible, but smart and trainable. This breed needs a patient, firm hand. They are reliable with children, able to adapt quickly to family life. Energetic and athletic, the Vizsla must receive sufficient exercise or they may become destructive or neurotic. Socialise this dog well and get him accustomed to noises at an early age. Look for breed lines that are not high-strung or shy. They have many talents such as: tracking, retrieving, pointing, watchdogging and competitive obedience
Height & Weight:

Height: Dogs 56-66cm.  Bitches 51-61cm.
Weight: Dogs 20-27kg.  Bitches 18-25kg. 

Health Problems:
Hip Dysplasia.

Living Conditions:

The Vizsla is not recommended for apartment life. It is moderately active indoors and does best with at least an average-sized garden.

Exercise:

This is an energetic working dog with enormous stamina. It needs plenty of opportunity to run, preferably off the leash, and a lot of regular exercise. If these dogs are allowed to get bored, they can become destructive.
Life Expectancy:

About 12 – 15 years

Grooming:

This smooth, shorthaired coat is easy to keep in peak condition. Brush with a firm bristle brush, and dry shampoo occasionally. Bathe with mild soap only when necessary. The nails should be kept trimmed. These dogs are average shedders.
Group:

Gundog, AKC Sporting.

Recognition:

KCGB, KUSA, FCI, AKC, CKC, UKC, ANKC, NZKC

Breed Standard:

KUSA, FCI, AKC






