Report of Yorkshire terrier PRA-prcd testing     				
Inqaba biotec firstly want to thank all the Yorkshire terrier breeders and owners who willingly participated in the trial to determine the PRA-prcd status in the South African Yorkshire population. We appreciate your support very much!
Unfortunately, the outcome of the study was that, amongst the sampled dogs, there were dogs that carried the PRA-prcd mutation.  This means that there could very well be many more carrier dogs in South Africa. Many breeders may not even be aware of this and how easily it can be eradicated.
The PRA-prcd mutation is inherited autosomal recessively. This means that males and females are affected equally and that you get clear, carrier and affected dogs. Clear dogs won’t develop PRA-prcd nor will they pass the mutation to their offspring. Carriers will never display the symptoms of the disorder, but can pass the mutant copy to their offspring and produce puppies with PRA-prcd. Affected dogs will pass the mutant copy to their offspring and are very likely to develop PRA-prcd in their lifetime. The symptoms of PRA-prcd include night blindness from around 4-5 years of age that progresses until total blindness at 6-7 years of age. 
A blind dog can have a normal life, but you as breeder can prevent this just by selecting the correct parents. A simple DNA test can determine if the dog is clear, a carrier or affected. This is done only once in the dog’s life and can be done at any age. If there are dogs in a kennel that carries the mutation, it is easy to manage their breeding and thereby eradicate the mutation from the kennel.
For more information please contact:
Henriëtte van der Zwan – Animal genetics manager Inqaba biotec
animalgenetics@inqababiotec.co.za
082 859 2229
012 343 5829 or 018 290 6926
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